
What can you do in Kraków? 



Kraków is blessed with the 

highest number of historical 

heritage sites in Poland , as 

described in all guidebooks.  

 

However, there are also places 

known only to the inner circle.  

  

 

       ...sightsee 

 



All visitors to Kraków go to 

Wawel Cathedral, which is the 

spiritual centre of Poland… 

       ...sightsee 



…but some bypass the 

Cathedral and stand next to 

one of the walls in the castle 

courtyard just behind the 

Cathedral, because they 

believe this to be the location 

of a chakra: a powerful source 

of ancient and mysterious 

energy. 

       …sightsee 



Although the management of 

Wawel Castle dispute the 

legend of the chakra, the 

mysterious wall is always dirty 

due to  people leaning against 

it, “drawing in” the energy for 

many hours a day. 

       ...sightsee 



      ...go to festivals  
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Kraków is a city of artists. The 

best poets currently live here, 

and in the past Krakow was 

home to laureates of the 

Nobel Prize for Literature.  

The artistic atmosphere of 

Kraków is conducive to the 

organisation of successful 

festivals. 

 ...go to festivals   



More than 20 international 

festivals are held here every 

year, including film, classical 

and jazz music, literature and 

theatre festivals, and also the 

Jewish Culture Festival – known 

all over the world. 

 ...go to festivals   



      ...drop into a café   

  



Kraków is famous for its 

numerous cafés, some of 

which are frequented by 

artists.  

 ...drop into a café   

  



Early in the 20th century, the 

best-known artistic cafe was 

Jama Michalika (literally 

“Michalik’s Den”), whose Art 

Nouveau interior is worth a visit. 

 ...drop into a café   

  



Contemporary artists are more 

likely to be seen in Nowa 

Prowincja… 

 ...drop into a café   

  



Camelot and Dym… 

 ...drop into a café   

  



and Alchemia in the district of 

Kazimierz 

 ...drop into a café   

  



Foreign poets coming to 

Kraków meet in the American 

bookshop-café, Massolit Books. 

  

 ...drop into a café   

  



...Have something to eat  

 



Although there are plenty of 

excellent restaurants in 

Kraków, the locals hardly ever 

visit them. They’d rather eat at 

home. 

...Have something to eat  

 



The best food shopping is in 

Stary  Kleparz: a traditional 

food market, and one of 

Europe’s most colourful. 

  

...Have something to eat  

 



Those who don’t cook, for 

example students, eagerly visit 

the city’s milk bars.  

 

A legacy of the communist 

days, they are now rather rare 

(displaced by expensive 
restaurants), but enjoy great 

popularity as cheap places to 

have traditional Polish dishes: 

pierogi, pancakes, or even 
pork chops with sauerkraut. 

...Have something to eat  

 



An old favourite, eaten “on the 

go” when there is time for 

nothing else, is the obwarzanek 

– the Cracovian bagel. 

...Have something to eat  

 



In the evening, a favourite 

meeting place for young 

people and tourists  is Plac 

Nowy (literally ‘New Square’) in 

Kazimierz, where it is de rigeur 

to have a zapiekanka (toasted 

baguette sandwich), sold in 

the round market building in 

the centre of the square. 

...Have something to eat  

 



At night, that is from 8 pm to 

3 am, the most persevering 

and the best informed go to 

ulica Grzegórzecka, where – 

by Hala Targowa (the market 

hall) – you can savour delicious 

grilled sausages brought in 

from the countryside in an old 

Nysa: the iconic van of the 

communist era. 

...Have something to eat  

 



...go on a date  

 



Opportunities for dating in 

Kraków are plenty: you just 

have to use your imagination. 

 

Traditionally, Cracovians used 

to meet “pod Adasiem”, that is 

by the statue of Adam 

Mickiewicz in the Main Market 

Square. 

...go on a date  

 



Recently, Kładka Bernatka 

footbridge has replaced “pod 

Adasiem” as the most 

romantic place in Krakow. 

Lovers fasten padlocks to its 

railings – as a sign of love – and 

throw the keys into the Vistula 

River. 

...go on a date  

 



You can also arrange to meet 

by the tank standing in one of 

the estates in Nowa Huta – the 

concrete jungle district built by 

the communists. It is now also a 

favourite holiday snapshot 

haunt for tourists. 

...go on a date  

 



...pray 



Kraków is one of the world’s 

most important religious 

centres.  

The modern Sanctuary of 

Divine Mercy in Łagiewniki 

attracts about 1.5 million 

pilgrims annually, of whom 

approx. 400,000 come from 

abroad.  

...pray 



The vast John Paul II Sanctuary 

is being built about a kilometre 

away from the Sanctuary of 

Divine Mercy.  

 

In 2016, the World Days of 

Youth will be held in Kraków, 

hoping to attract a few million 

young people.  

...pray 



You can also visit the Benedictine 

Abbey in Tyniec, and stay in 

comfortable rooms in a 12th-century 

monastery. The monks run several-

day-long private retreats, highly 

appreciated by business people as 

a way of escaping from the hustle 

and bustle. 

 

Forbes (2013) believes Tyniec to be 

one of the world’s 10 best places for 

meditation. 

...pray 



... and much more  
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